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US Greens Nail 40 Seats
Nationally, Green candidates won 40 

of 178 contested offices on Nov. 4. The 
strongest showings were in New England, 
some Midwestern states, and Washington 
state, with scattered victories elsewhere.  In 
Connecticut, New Haven alderman Joyce 
Chen and Hartford City Council president 
Elizabeth Horton-Sheff were reelected, as 
was Boston City Council member Chuck 
Turner in Massachusetts.  Throughout the 
US, Green election victories in 2003 total 
56.

Matt Gonzalez, who achieved second place 
in his bid for Mayor of San Francisco thus 
qualifying for a runoff election in December, 
and Brita Butler-Wall, who won her race 
for the Seattle school board, were among 
those selected by the Coordinated Campaign 
Committee of the Green Party of the United 
States for national support. Also among the 
selected candidates was Matt Ahearn, who 
lost his reelection bid despite strong praise 
for his performance in the New Jersey State 
Assembly during his first term. 

Local Greens Trail in City 
Council Election

Registered Green Party members who 
were candidates for three open positions 
on the Santa Barbara City Council did not 
fare well on Nov 4th.

Write-in candidate Bruce Rittenhouse, 
with 2,432 votes achieved seventh place 
among the 10 candidates. Bob Hansen 
garnered 917 votes for ninth place. Robert 
Cawley placed last with 635. 

All three had previously made known an 
intention to seek election to the non-parti-
san offices while spending less than $1,000 
each.

Helene Schneider, Das Williams and Brian 
Barnwell were elected to the three seats. 
Incumbent Babatunde Folayemi, placing 
fourth, was not re-elected.

39% of the city’s registered voters went 
to the polls.

Gonzalez Leads in SF 
Mayoral Runoff

Matt Gonzalez, currently President of San 
Francisco’s Board of Supervisors (equiva-
lent to a city council), placed second in that 
city’s Nov. 4 mayoral election with 20% of 
the vote. Democrat Gavin Newsom, who 
led with 42%, will compete with Gonzalez 
in a runoff election for that office to be held 
Dec. 9.

A poll by CBS5 (KPIX) TV released on 
Nov. 14 showed Gonzalez leading 49%-
47%.
“Many things happen in San Francisco 

that get picked up later by the rest of the 
country....  It shows that voters are ready 
for the Green Party and what it stands 
for,” said Mr. Gonzalez, who was one of 
six candidates selected by the Coordinated 
Campaign Committee of the Green Party of 
the United States for national support.

The Ballot Box: Past, Present, Future

GPCA Affirms Presidential 
Primary Candidates 
At the September 2003 state plenary of the 
Green Party of California in San Diego, 
the GPCA affirmed a list of three Green 
Presidential candidates that have asked 
to appear on the March 2004 California 
Presidential primary ballot: 

• David Cobb 
• Lorna Salzman 
• Kent Mesplay
These campaigns are now looking for vol-

unteers. Locals are encouraged to contact 
these candidates and launch their campaigns 
in your area. For more information, see: 
www.cagreens.org/.

SB Greens Seek County 
Council Candidates

The SB County Council wants to encour-
age interested parties to seek to join it by 
entering the primary election of March 2, 
2004. All members of the seven-member 
committee who wish to serve must stand 
for election in even-numbered years unless 
there are not more than seven nominees, in 

November 4, 2003 December 9, 2003 March 2, 2004

Matt Gonzalez

continued on page 8
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Grocery Strike Is About 
Quality of Life
By Patricia Hiles

 The real stakes behind the grocery store 
strike/lock-out should be put into perspec-
tive. The dispute is not just about a few 
dollars a week for medical benefits. Rather, 
it relates to quality of life for the 70,000 
workers involved, for future employees, and 
our community. 

The grocery stores seem to be taking the 
position that they need to compete with Wal-
Mart and the poverty-level wages paid by 
Wal-Mart. They want to pay new employees 
lower salaries and benefits. This is the real 
danger - a downward spiral.

There will be a greater number of working 
poor, those who need services from govern-
ment. We do not need more poor workers, 
rather workers who earn enough to care for 
themselves and have a reasonable standard 
of living without food stamps, Medicaid, and 
other services from taxpayers. (If that means 
we pay a little more for groceries, and/or the 
corporations make less, so be it.)

Grocery workers must be on their feet all 
day long, moving quickly, and still be pleas-
ant to customers. They deserve at least what 
they get, plus a cost of living adjustment.

Please support strikers. Do not cross picket 
lines. Even if it is inconvenient for you, re-
alize that it is more than “inconvenient” to 
have your income cut. 

We do not want a Wal-Mart society. We 
need good jobs.

Recommended reading: Nickel and Dimed, 
by Barbara Ehrenreich, to feel what it is like 
to work for low wages. 

Bud Boothe Trial Reset 
for December
Defense Fund Established

The trial of Elden T. “Bud” Boothe for 
trespassing at Vandenberg Air Force Base 
has been postponed once again, this time 
to Dec. 19, at the Bankruptcy Court, 1415 
State St., Santa Barbara. Proceedings begin 
at 9:00 am. 

Mr. Boothe, a World War II Air Force 
veteran, is a member of the SB Veterans 
for Peace and a council member of the 
Green Party of SB County. For many years 
he has been a leading organizer of protests 
at VAFB against the Anti-Ballistic Missile 
Program. He and his wife Dottie have made 

their home and farm in Los Olivos available 
as a peace camp for protesters to use during 
these actions.

On Dec. 3, 2002 he was arrested while 
participating in a peace vigil at the front 
gate of the base. At an arraignment March 
3, he pled not guilty. Scheduled trial dates 
of July 17 and Oct. 16 were both postponed. 
Mr. Boothe is represented by attorney Rob-
ert Landheer.

A Vandenberg Peace Legal Defense Fund 
has been established to cover legal expenses 
for Mr. Boothe and other defendants. Con-
tributions to this fund may be mailed c/o 
Miguel Hernanadez, 40 Central Ave., Sali-
nas, CA 93901.

GP Endorses Kucinich? 
A Misleading Story

On Oct. 28, co-chairs of the Green Party 
of the United States advised members of the 
news media and the general public about a 
potentially misleading news story that indi-
cates Green Party support for Democratic 
presidential candidate Dennis Kucinich.

A story gained circulation that the New 
Hampshire Green Party, at a meeting in 
a coffee shop attended by six individuals, 
decided to endorse Mr. Kucinich’s bid for 
president and subsequently announced the 
endorsement.

At its press briefing, Green Party officials 
made clear that the six individuals respon-
sible for the news release are not affiliated 
with the Green Party of the United States, 
and that New Hampshire is one of five states 
which still do not have a functioning state 
Green Party.

Bernstein Case Resolved
On Nov. 4, Robert Bernstein pleaded guilty 

to disturbing the peace and was sentenced 
by Judge Brian Hill to a $300 fine and one 
year of unsupervised probation.

Mr. Bernstein was arrested March 8 after 
having taken a position atop the parking 
structure next to Border’s Bookstore in San-
ta Barbara to photograph that day’s Peace 
March on State St. He was represented by 
attorney Richard Solomon.
“Neither Judge Adams nor Judge Hill 

would even consider a constitutional or 
civil rights issue,” said Mr. Bernstein, “and 
on Richard’s advice that our case would not 
make a good precedent for a civil rights is-
sue, I decided to make the plea. In a way 
though I believe we won, since no one now 
is prevented by the police from being in that 
space. In fact, I stood there again on Sept. 
27 to photograph that day’s Anti-War March 
on State St.”

Mr. Bernstein is Transportation Chair of 
the Santa Barbara Sierra Club and a member 
of the Green Party. In 2001, he was a candi-
date for Goleta City Council.

Green Registration Up, Dems & GOP Down 
Green Party voter registration in SB County increased 4% last year, while Democratic 

registration fell 3.2% and Republican registration decreased .6% in the same period, ac-
cording to statistics compiled from Oct. 2002 to Oct. 2003 by Santa Barbara’s Elections 
Office. The Libertarian Party, with a 1.4% gain, was the only other political body to 
show growth. Registrants selecting “Decline to State” increased by 2,083 or 6.7%.

Total registration in the county fell 3.4%, from 194,672 to 194,006. 

DATE DEM REP AIP GRN LIB NLP DTS
Oct. 2002 77,967 72,982 3,854 3,785 1,281 271 31,138
Oct. 2003 75,909 72,546 3,825 3,938 1,299 219 33,221
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As editor for the 
past several years, 
I introduced this 
feature to the 
Green Scene and 
have followed a 
practice of asking 
other members of 
the Green Party 
of Santa Barbara 
County to tell us 
in this column about themselves – their 
lives, families and their connection to 
political/social activism. I did the same 
this time around, but, since several invitees 
declined for this edition, and since this will 
be the last issue for which I serve as editor, 
I thought I’d put myself in the mix.

I was born in 1927 in Richmond, VA, a 
city described on local radio in my early 
years as “The Capital of the Confederacy” 

“Down Where the South Begins.” My father 
got a job in New Jersey as an electrical en-
gineer, so of course we moved there until, 
along with many others in the Depression 
years, he was let go and we moved back 
to Richmond. For a while we lived with 
my grandparents and uncles and aunts in a 
house on Hanover Avenue, then moved to a 
small apartment on the Boulevard across the 
street from a park which housed the “Old 
Soldiers’ Home” for surviving Civil War 
veterans. Scattered around that park – bliss 
for small boys wanting to play – were can-
non and caissons from that war. In the park 
was a small house used as a museum for 
Civil War memorabilia. In a huge glass case 
dominating a tiny room of that house was a 
triumph of taxidermy, the actual horse that 
had belonged to Stonewall Jackson. In glass 
cases lining the wall of the room were other 
items: pistols, sabers, a piece of the rope that 
hung John Brown, etc. 

Remembering life in our small apartment, 
I can still feel a boy’s fear and loathing when 
I saw large cockroaches emerge from under 
the refrigerator or crawl across the living 
room carpet.

Robert E. Lee’s birthday was a school holi-
day. To help honor him, we school children 
were led on a field trip to the general’s huge 
equestrian statue on Monument Avenue 
where we dropped our pennies in a box 
to help maintain the memorial. Abraham’s 
Lincoln’s birthday received no notice.

Why, as a growing boy in that city, I did 
not share the “values” around me I don’t 

know, but I didn’t. I hated the racism I saw 
and the words I heard used. With a little 
boy’s indignation, I argued with my grand-
parents, parents, aunts and uncles. With an 
air of elaborate tolerance, they poo-poohed 
my concerns. My “pal” uncle, who taught 
law at the T.C. Williams School of Law and 
who discussed serious matters with me in a 
way no other adult did, explained that things 
were “much better” than they used to be. I 
was not satisfied.

Eventually, my Dad got his job back with 
Western Electric; we moved again to New 
Jersey, this time to Elizabeth. Though I had 
skipped a half-grade in Richmond due to 
good grades, in Elizabeth I had to repeat 
fourth grade because the educational system 
was so far in advance of that in the South.

As I grew up, I began to have fun being in 
school plays, operettas, and – yes, even in 
New Jersey in the 1940’s – minstrel shows. 
In ninth grade I won a city-wide public 
speaking competition reciting an anti-war 
poem by Siegfried Sassoon – “Have You 
Forgotten Yet?” 

I graduated high school in 1945, after 
“V-E Day” but before atomic bombs were 
dropped in Japan. I joined the Navy’s Ra-

dio Technician 
program. When 
the war ended 
that August I 
was sent to work 
in a separation 
center in Long 
Island and was 
mustered out in 
1946.

For some rea-
son, I went back to the South to start col-
lege. I think, just out of the service, I was 
confused as to where to go, and my uncle 
recommended Hampden-Sydney in Virginia. 
Back in that hot bed, I wrote an anti-racist 
poem which was published in the college 
magazine. It was puerile, self-righteous 
and in the mid-20th century aped the 18th 
century style we’d been studying, but my 
English professor had me read it aloud in 
class and commented favorably on some of 
its imagery.

My college experience is largely a story 
of my growing interest in acting and in the 
decision to try to make a career in that field. 
In 1950, married, having to our name only 
a hundred bucks and a 1936 Chevy with 
everything we owned piled in the back seat, 
June and I drove into New York City to 
make a go of it. Fortune smiled. Within two 
months I was cast as Tybalt in a Broadway 
production of “Romeo and Juliet” starring 
Olivia De Havilland, and received a The-
atre World Award for the performance. A 
career embracing theater, film, television 
and radio had begun that, in New York and 
Los Angeles, lasted until about 1992. (More 
on this is available at the website: http://
mysite.verizon.net/res7gpw5/)

My activism, such as it is, was fairly late 
developing and has been more political than 
social. As a boy, I stood on a street corner 
and exhorted passers-by to re-elect Franklin 
Roosevelt. As an adult, I worked in the cam-
paigns of presidential candidates Eugene 
McCarthy, George McGovern, and Ralph 
Nader; and for John Anderson I collected 
more signatures (3,037) to put his name on 
the ballot in California than any other person 
in the state. In 1971, having moved from Los 
Angeles back to New York for a year to do 
the TV series “Guiding Light,” I drove to 
Washington, D.C. to be part of that year’s 
massive anti-Vietnam War march.

In 1973 I banded with others to urge 
continued on next page 7

Profiles in Activism
This Issue: William Smithers
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continued on page 9

NUCLEAR 
news

by Dorothy Holland

The 58th anniversary of the August 6th 
bombing of Hiroshima, Japan, was observed 
in Santa Barbara at the Nuclear Age Peace 
Foundation’s Sadako Peace Garden. The 
vision behind the music, poetry and ora-
tory was that “human beings and nuclear 
weapons cannot coexist.” Simultaneously, 
close to 1,000 people rallied outside the 
federal nuclear plant Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory 35 miles east of San 
Francisco, protesting the US government’s 
ongoing research project on a new Robust 
Nuclear Earth Penetrator, a nuclear bomb 
that could destroy deeply buried targets 

– but also create deadly radioactive fallout. 
During the same week-end, about 300 
protesters carrying ashes symbolizing the 
victims marched on the Oak Ridge nuclear 
weapons plant in Tennessee which made the 
uranium for the “Little Boy” bomb in 1945.
And in Nagasaki, Japan, where 70,000 peo-
ple were killed on Aug. 9 the same year by 
the US “Fat Man” bomb, 2,692 more people 
were added to a list of those who have died 
from after-effects, bringing the total number 
of bomb victims to 131,885.

Subsequent nuclear headlines centered 
around North Korea, which has repeatedly 
asked for security assurances from the US 
that they will not be attacked – not an unrea-
sonable request, considering that the Korean 
War has never officially ended, that the US 
maintains some 40,000 troops near the 
Demilitarized Zone that separates the two 
Koreas, that the US keeps nuclear-armed 
submarines in the waters off the Korean 
Peninsula, and that the Bush administration 
has pursued a doctrine of preemption. Here 
is a summary of recent US/North Korea 
exchanges:

• Aug. 31: NK says no to continuing 
nuclear talks

• Sep. 13: NK shuts down nuclear complex 
in Yongbyon, the only one known to produce 
plutonium that can be used to make nuclear 
weapons

• Oct. 3: NK for the 3rd time 
says it is reprocessing 8,000 spent
fuel rods to make plutonium for 
bombs, but US satellite monitoring of
krypton gas emissions show no evidence 
of this

• Oct. 17: NK hints it may test a nuclear 
weapon

• Oct. 20: President Bush pledges the US 
will not invade NK

• Oct. 21: Bush proposes providing NK 
with security assurances signed by the US, 
North and South Korea, China, Japan, and 
Russia, on condition that NK makes prog-
ress in dismantling its weapons program

• Oct. 31: NK ready to resume talks on 
nuclear arms “in principle”

• Nov 5: A Bush administration proposal 
suspending a multibillion-dollar project to 
build two nuclear power reactors in NK will 
be announced by Nov. 21 by Japan, South 
Korea, the US, and the European Union

Meanwhile, Iran’s president asserted that 
his country has a right to acquire nuclear 
technology for peaceful purposes, but it has 
no desire for nuclear weapons “because we 
cannot use such weapons based on our Is-
lamic and moral teachings.” Subsequently 
the US claimed to have found traces of ura-
nium at two sites (Nataha and the outskirts of 
Tehran), and on Oct. 8 Iran announced it will 
continue enriching uranium, in spite of an 
October 31st deadline by the International 
Atomic Energy Agency. However, on Oct. 21 
Iran agreed to accept stricter international 
inspections of nuclear sites and to suspend 
the production of enriched uranium.

Recent nuclear news in other countries in-
cludes Japan’s assertion that it will continue 
to uphold its ban on nuclear weapons (Aug. 
9); speculation about whether the US inva-
sion of Iraq gave terrorists access to nuclear 
material; and Pakistan’s testing of missiles 
that could hit India.

It is ironic that the US is telling other 
countries that they must abandon their 
nuclear-weapons programs while we pursue 
our own. California Senator Barbara Boxer, 
who voted against production of a new gen-
eration of nuclear weapons, said “It doesn’t 
make any sense to promote the development 

of nuclear weapons and signal to the world 
that weapons of mass destruction have uses 
other than a means of last resort”.  Here are 
recent nuclear happenings in the US:

• Nine US nuclear power reactors were 
shut down as a result of the massive power 
outage in eastern US last August.

• Five sites are being considered for a 
new “Modern Pit Facility” capable of 
producing annually more than 500 pluto-
nium pits, which are roughly the size of a 
softball and are the fission “trigger” for the 
thermonuclear explosion in modern nuclear 
weapons. The MPF will cost $2 to $4 billion 
to build, $200-300 million more to operate 
each year – and many billions to dismantle 
and clean up in the future.

• In mid-September Lawrence Livermore 
Laboratory was cited for a radiation viola-
tion that allowed a worker to receive twice 
the annual allowed dose. He was working 
without forceps or lead-lined gloves to pu-
rify the radioactive element californium.

• The Air Force has long said they would 
need a nuclear reactor to power weapons 
in space. Due to NASA and Department of 
Energy plans for expanded nuclear missions 
in space, the government has indicated that 
plutonium-238 production capability must 
be established right away. Since 1992 the 
US has relied on Russia to supply its space 
plutonium needs. Now the plan is to invest 
nearly $100 million to upgrade the pluto-
nium processing capability at Oak Ridge 
National Lab in Tennessee. At the same time, 
the federal government is slashing 77% of 
the money it planned to spend cleaning up 
the east Tennessee complex, a key center of 
the US’s nuclear arsenal for more than 50 
years.

• The San Luis Obispo Mothers for 
Peace <www.mothersforpeace.org> is tak-
ing a leading role in creating a nationwide 
alliance for developing defenses at nuclear 
power plants. In litigation involving Diablo 
Canyon Nuclear Power Plant, it is requesting 
careful examination of security issues before 
licensing a new spent fuel storage facility.

• The Coalition to Demilitarize UC is 
urging the University of California to stop 
all collaborations with the Department of 
Energy and the Pentagon enabling the design 
and development of new nuclear weapons. 
The Coalition is comprised of students from 
five UC campuses who work with Tri-Val-
ley CAREs, Nuclear Age Peace Foundation, 
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Greens Heckle Bush in 
Aussie Parliament

During President George W. Bush’s ad-
dress to the Australian parliament on Oct. 23, 
the two Green Party representatives in that 
body interrupted the president’s speech to 
criticize the US war in Iraq and to demand 
the return of two Australians detained at 
the US military camp in Guantanamo Bay, 
Cuba.

Bob Brown, 
leader of Aus-
tralia’s Green 
Party which 
had strongly 
opposed that 
c o u n t r y ’ s 
participation 
in the US-led 
invasion of Iraq, 
stood during 
the president’s 
speech and said, 

“Mr. Bush … respect the world’s laws and 
the world will respect you.” Kerry Nettle, 
the party’s other senator also rose to criticize 
the president. A third member of parliament 
presented Condoleezza Rice, the president’s 
national security adviser, with a petition 
signed by 41 Labor MPs protesting against 

the war in Iraq.
F o l l o w i n g 

Ms. Nettle’s in-
terruption, Mr. 
Bush opened 
his arms to the 
assembly and 
said, “I love free 
speech,” result-
ing in general 
applause.

After their 
interruptions, 

Senators Brown and Nettle, who were 
wearing badges showing pictures of the 
Australian detainees, and who had invited 
family members of the two prisoners to at-
tend Mr. Bush’s speech, were ordered out of 
the chamber, but refused to leave.

Ahmed Habib, 18, one of the Green 
Party’s guests and the son of one of the ter-
ror suspects held by US authorities at the 
Cuba camp, was removed from the public 
gallery after he shouted, “Hey, Bush, what 
about my father’s rights?”

Before the president’s address to parlia-

ment, he had met with Australian Prime 
Minister John Howard. Mr. Bush said the 
two had discussed the treatment of the 
Australian detainees and he remarked that 
allegations of torture were “ridiculous, ut-
terly ridiculous.”

Typically, President Bush does not en-
counter face-to-face criticism: at home he 
speaks to controlled crowds of Republican 
supporters and when abroad is shielded from 
protesters. 

Outside the parliament building, on this 
occasion closed to the public for the first 
time in its history, a crowd estimated by Aus-
tralian police at 5,000 demonstrated against 
the Iraq war, some banging drums and car-
rying signs reading: “Bush Go Home,” “Go 
Back to Texas” and “Osama bin Bush”.

Bob Brown

Kerry Nettle

Camejo Seeks Primary 
Ballot Status

Peter Camejo has asked that his name be 
added to California’s March 2nd primary 
ballot as a presidential candidate. In a letter 
to the GPCA Coordinating Committee he 
wrote: 
“I would like to have my name placed on the 

California presidential primary ballot for 2004.
”I do so not with the intent of running for 
President, but as a ‘favorite person’ candidate.

”What this means is that you seek to express a 
point of view to take to the national conven-
tion. It carries no standing except the weight 
of opinion.
”I am opposed to all proposals to capitu-

late to the Democrats. This includes partial 
capitulation such as the ‘Safe States’ strat-
egy. The Green Party is under enormous 
pressure and attacks including some from 
liberal or progressive Democrats. I consider 
the campaign against Ralph Nader and the 
Green Party part of the same anti-democracy 
campaign that includes the Patriot Act, and 
the open primary proposal which would 
allow only two candidates in elections, in 
effect eliminating all third parties. The
purpose of the anti-Green campaign is to 
prevent a progressive view from being heard, 
the suppression of any real opposition to 
the pro-corporate policies of the present 
administration in Washington.  The year 
2004 will be one of the tests we will have 
to pass to survive.
”I believe the Green Party point of view 

should be heard and people should be free 
to vote for it. We should respect Greens who 
disagree. It is part of our internal democ-
racy to debate any and all positions held 
by people who have agreement on the Ten 
Key Values. But in my opinion, if the Green 
Party urges a vote for the Democrats it will 
be the beginning of the end for our Party.

”I am making this request now and not before 
because I did not wish to give the appear-
ance of running against Ralph Nader. Now 
that he has withdrawn I think it will be of 
value for the internal discussion and for 
public exposure for me to join the primary 
for President. I hope I will have the support 
of the CC in helping place my name on the 
ballot.”

[Editor’s Note: A GPUS press release of 
October 30 says Mr. Nader has promised a 
decision on his candidacy by January 1.]

State Greens 
Plan for 2004

Several state Green Parties affiliated with 
the Green Party of the United States have 
begun to hold party forums and candidate 
debates in preparation for the 2004 presi-
dential election.

The national Presidential Nominating 
Convention of the Green Party of the 
United States will take place in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, June 24-27.
“The decision will be made democratically 

at the convention with the participation of 
all the state Green Parties that are accredited 
with the Green Party of the United States, 
through the votes of their state party del-
egates,” explained Ben Manski, Wisconsin 
Green and co-chair of the national party. “As 
in every political party, there are different 
opinions about who the nominee should be 
and the best campaign strategy but the party 
will unite at the convention. That’s how par-
ties work.”

At their annual fall meeting in Whitewa-
ter, members of the Wisconsin Green Party 
unanimously endorsed a statement calling 
on the Green Party of the United States to 
run a strong presidential campaign in 2004, 
while also maintaining focus on races at the 
local, state, and federal levels. In so doing, 
Wisconsin Greens joined the Green Party of 
Michigan in staking out such a position early 
on in the Green Party primaries.

The Rhode Island Green Party held a 
forum on October 19; Greens from Mas-
sachusetts, Connecticut, and Rhode Island 

continued on page 9
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The Meanings of Green
Meditations on ‘Social Justice’
by John Foran

This essay confirms the birth of a new col-
umn to Green Scene as a place for discussion 
of the philosophical bases of Green politics. 
I want to examine, in successive issues, each 
of our ten core values: grassroots democracy, 
today’s theme of social justice, ecological 
wisdom, non-violence, decentralization, 
economic justice, feminism, respect for 
diversity, personal and global responsibil-
ity, future focus/sustainability. This could 
become a dialogue, if readers e-mail me their 
thoughts on each as it comes out and on the 
next – ecological wisdom – before it comes 
out, so that I can include your meditations 
alongside my own.

 “The Ten Key Values” is a manifesto 
of the Green movement world-wide. Two 
useful versions can be found on the web-
site of the Green Party of the United States 
(www.greens.org/values). One frames “Social 
Justice and Equal Opportunity” in terms of 
the following questions:

How can we respond to human suffering 
in ways that promote dignity? How can we 
encourage people to commit themselves to 
lifestyles that promote their own health?  
How can we have a community controlled 
education system that effectively teaches our 
children academic skills, ecological wisdom, 
social responsibility and personal growth? 
How can we resolve personal and intergroup 
conflicts without just turning them over to 
lawyers and judges? How can we take re-
sponsibility for reducing the crime rate in 
our neighborhoods? How can we encourage 
such values as simplicity and moderation?

The other version is more an affirmation:
All persons should have the rights and 

opportunity to benefit equally from the 
resources afforded us by society and the 
environment. We must consciously confront 
in ourselves, our organizations, and society 
at large, barriers such as racism and class 
oppression, sexism and homophobia, ageism 
and disability, which act to deny fair treat-
ment and equal justice under the law.

It immediately strikes me that these defini-
tions overlap with other core values, among 
them “Community-Based Economics and 
Economic Justice,” the sixth; “Feminism and 
Gender Equity,” the seventh; and “Respect 
for Diversity,” the eighth. This underscores 
once again the profound interconnectedness 

at the core of Green thinking. Fritjof Capra 
and Charlene Spretnak’s foundational 1984 
book, Green Politics, articulates a vision of 
social justice as the intersection of many 
core values:

Green politics emphasizes the intercon-
nectedness and interdependence of all 
phenomena, as well as the embeddedness 
of individuals and societies in the cyclical 
processes of nature. It addresses the unjust 
and destructive dynamics of patriarchy. It 
calls for social responsibility and a sound 
economic system, one that is ecological, 
decentralized, equitable, and comprised of 
flexible institutions, one in which people 
have significant control over their lives. 

a Human Face” in 1968 Czechoslovakia, 
“Dignity” in Chiapas, “Fair Trade” and “De-
mocracy” in Seattle. Greens are well poised 
to contribute to this world-historical project 
to further global social justice. 

What can be too easily overlooked is the 
question: social justice for whom? Certainly 
the Green position must look at this matter 
from the bottom up, from the (disad)vantage 
point of the most marginalized groups in this 
society, and globally. This is far easier said 
than done, and is perhaps especially chal-
lenging for Greens in the U.S. with respect 
to the central issue of race, the source of so 
much of the social injustice that has defined 
this country from the start, and which has 
proven so impervious to reform. We, as 
Greens, must work through these issues. The 
recent national initiative to establish an out-
reach campaign among African-Americans 
is one encouraging sign of this desire, aimed 
at “enlisting the participation of prominent 
African-American political and religious 
leaders, cultural figures, scholars, and writ-
ers to speak out on matters of importance 
to both Greens and African-Americans. The 
outreach campaign will especially target 
historically black colleges and universities” 
(see www.gp.org on this). We must ask how 
to do this in our own diverse community 
in Santa Barbara County, with its emerging 
majority Latino population.

How do we realize our visions of social 
justice? Part of an answer involves aware-
ness of the social psychology of liberation. 
Here, photographer Paula Allen and play-

wright Eve Ensler provide insights that 
recognize the power of tapping our deepest 

emotions for social change: “Being an activ-
ist means being aware of what’s happening 
around you as well as being in touch with 
your feelings about it – your rage, your sad-
ness, your excitement, your curiosity, your 
feeling of helplessness, and your refusal to 
surrender. Being an activist means owning 
your desire.”

Social justice should be at the core of a 
Green vision of the future: Justice for the 
striking grocery workers and all the work-
ing people of our community around the 
local issues of affordable housing, health 
care for all, a clean environment, diverse 
and accountable political representation, 
well-tended schools, and a living wage. 
For these same issues at the national level 

– where defeat of the Bush regime in 2004 

In advocating a cooperative world order, 
Green politics rejects all forms of exploita-
tion – of nature, individuals, social groups, 
and countries.

One important link that Greens are mak-
ing, here and around the world, is with the 
global justice movement. The Green pres-
ence at the January 2003 gathering of the 
World Social Forum in Porto Alegre, Bra-
zil, and the subsequent stands by the Green 
Party of the United States against the Bush 
administration’s war on Iraq are encourag-
ing signs of the vitality of this link. Out of 
these movements emerges the outlines of 
a profound alternative to global capitalist 
neoliberalism. Social justice has been the 
foundation of revolutionary political cul-
tures the world over, assuming many local 
expressions – “Land and Liberty” in Mexico 
in the 1910s, “Bread, Land and Peace” in 
1917 Russia, “Equality,” from 1789 France 
to 1990s’ South Africa, “Socialism with continued on page 9
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our congress people to impeach Richard 
Nixon.

Some years ago I, like you, understood that 
the major parties are thoroughly corrupted 
by political contribution, that this will never 
be changed from within and that I was no 
longer willing to hold my nose and support 
the “lesser of two evils.”

In 1995, my wife now, Lorrie Hull Smith-
ers – acting teacher and author of a classic 
book on acting training, Strasberg’s Method: 
As Taught by Lorrie Hull – and I moved from 
L.A. to Santa Barbara. I voted for Nader 
in 1996 and in 2000 I sought out the local 
Green Party to table for him. Eventually, I 
became treasurer, council member, editor of 
the Green Scene and have come to provide 
a number of other housekeeping functions 
for the party. In the local election of 2001, I 
helped mayoral candidate Gil Garcia with 
public speaking.

A year ago, an opportunity appeared that I 
would not have expected at this time of my 
life: I was invited to create, produce and di-
rect a series of radio dramas for KCSB-FM, 
the radio station of the University of Califor-
nia at Santa Barbara. This series, the “Santa 
Barbara Theatre of the Air,” premiered on 
June 30, 2003, and was broadcast each 
Monday evening til Sept. 22. I am now at 
work on the second season of these recorded 
performances, to be broadcast some months 
from now. The series is not a reprise of “old 
time” radio or readings of stories, but short 
plays by some of the world’s most intrigu-
ing playwrights acted by distinguished Santa 
Barbara actors and actresses.

I choose plays mainly because I think 
they’re good, but in some cases also be-
cause of their social/political relevance: 
Larry Parks’ Day in Court, by Eric Bentley, 
an edited transcript of the 1951 testimony 
of the film star before the House Commit-
tee on Un-American Activities; Protest, by 
human rights activist Vaclav Havel, the 
only playwright ever to become president 
of a country (Czechoslovakia and the Czech 
Republic.) 

The simple truth is that when I’m in a room 
working with actors to bring alive a play I 
value and respect, I am happier, more exhila-
rated, feel more alive and fulfilled than when 
doing almost anything else in life. I feel very 
lucky to be able to do this now. 

But the extensive reading necessary to find 
material, the casting, rehearsing and record-

ing of plays, and especially the editing of 
various “takes” into final form, though re-
warding, are time consuming. And the unfor-
tunate downside is that all the accumulated 
duties I’ve taken on have become more than 
I can adequately handle. So the editing of 
this newsletter, and some other party activi-
ties, will be passed on to others.

Gary Shapiro, our very gifted layout artist, 

and I have tried to make the Green Scene 
professional in appearance and content. I 
hope we have succeeded. And remember, it’s 
printed on paper made from the kenaf plant; 
no trees cut to produce it, no chlorine used 
in the paper’s processing!

I’ve enjoyed the opportunity to meet and 
talk with many of you. Best wishes to all.

William Smithers

May the Force 
Be With Us!?

by Bud Boothe

Every day we 
read in the press 
and hear on televi-
sion of a country 
that is on our 
blacklist for even 
thinking about ob-
taining or building 
nuclear weapons.

When we 
dropped nuclear 
bombs on Hiroshi-
ma and Nagasaki  
killing hundreds 
of thousands of 
innocent civilians, 
the world realized 
that this was a weapon that should not be 
used again.

The world leaders then got together and 
came up with a treaty – the Nuclear Non-Pro-
liferation Treaty. This made a lot of sense in 
that the signatory agreed that those countries 
that didn’t have nuclear weapons should not 
develop them and those countries that had 
them would start the process of eliminating 
them. This worked great for many decades 
with several exceptions. Three countries 
which were non-signatories proceeded to 
develop these horrendous weapons, namely, 
India, Pakistan and Israel. All three have 
these nuclear weapons and the means to 
deliver them to their chosen target.

The United States came down hard on In-
dia and Pakistan by imposing sanctions on 
both which were only lifted when we needed 
Pakistan’s help in our “War on Terrorism!” 
We’ve never said or imposed any sanctions 
on our obscene little ward Israel!

In recent years we have accused several 
other countries of breaking, or attempting to 
break, the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, 
namely, Iraq, Iran and North Korea, In fact, 

we used this as the 
basis for invading 
Iraq which we 
now know was 
a lie. Iran and 
North Korea are 
still countries 
non-gratis!

But wait! Why 
shouldn’t sig-
natories to this 
treaty break it? 
Remember, this 
treaty had two 
parts: (1) Those 
countries that did 
not have these 

nuclear weapons would refrain from devel-
oping them, and (2) Those signatory nations 
that had them would proceed to eliminate 
them. Not only did these countries, primarily 
the US and the USSR, not start the elimina-
tion of their nuclear arsenal, they actually 
increased their inventory and, in addition, 
proceeded to develop new and more deadly 
types of nuclear weapons.

Our elected officials and the media never 
questioned the fact that the signatory coun-
tries have every right to join the “Nuclear 
Club!” As the US has so aptly demonstrated, 
treaties can be broken or not signed if our 
leaders deem it to be in our interest!

Read, among others, our abrogation of 
the Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty with the 
USSR (now Russia) and our refusal to sign 
or observe the Kyoto Protocols on global 
warming.

Our country is pretty much one-sided 
vis-à-vis taking the correct side on impor-
tant issues. It is incumbent on Green Party 
members to work hard in whatever means 
are comfortable to them to fight these absurd 
policies of our government.

Profiles from page 3
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which case an election is unnecessary and 
the GPSB primary election ballot would 
carry no names.

If there are eight or more candidates for the 
seven council positions, a primary election 
is required and the Green Party primary bal-
lot will list the candidates. Current council 
member Dorothy Holland has announced 
she will not seek another term. 

Any registered Green may seek election 
to the council by filling out a “Declaration 
of Candidacy” and getting “Nominating 
Papers” and the Candidate Filing Guide 
at the Elections Office, 1101 Anacapa St. 
(second floor), and by submitting to that 
office between November 10, 2003 and 
December 5, 2003 the “Nominating Pa-
pers” which should bear no more than 40 
signatures of registered Greens, at least 20 
of which must be valid. 

to do something to deface my tax check or 
ballot, and let my resistance to the current 
system be known? I’ve written to leaders…
and gotten only form letters back. So when 
Michael Moore first expressed the idea last 
year that concerned citizens should get out 
there and run for their local School Boards, 
I thought, ‘What a great idea! But I could 
never do that…’
“Actually, the office I’m running for is 

California State Assembly, and my main mo-
tivation is to keep Green values and spirit 
in the public eye. We’re all still in shock 
after what feels like the complete hand-
over of our state’s destiny in the supposed 
landslide victory of ‘Gropenfuhrer’ Arnold 
Schwarzenegger, who, oddly enough, had a 
special meeting with Bush’s cronies 2 whole 
years ago. 
“I feel very comfortable working with 

the Green Party. They’re the only group I 
know of who have formulated a consistent 
but evolving set of principles, and stick to 
them. They don’t ever accept corporate 
money, and dialogue is encouraged, not 
stifled. Although they’re sometimes typi-
fied as irrelevant or even ‘election spoilers,’ 
I feel certain that over the years they have 
elevated the public dialogue in ways we 
can’t even measure.
“In fact, I’m sensing that the revolution 

in consciousness many wished for decades 
ago, is well under way. Our culture has 
been ‘opening up’ on every level, and the 
massive international peace demonstrations 
show me that there is a greater consensus 
than ever before about the issues that really 
matter. The end of militarism as a way of 
life, concern for the well being of people 
and Nature, the need for accountability 
and transparency in our governments, and 
the mending of America’s badly tarnished 
reputation with the rest of the world, are 
issues that so many people now agree upon. 
The last question remaining is, ‘What to do 
about it?’
“One thing that we can all really benefit 

from is a better way to vote. Under our cur-
rent system, one is usually pressured to vote 
against a candidate they really don’t want, 
instead of ‘wasting’ their vote by actually 
voting their conscience. And then there’s 
the Electoral College, which was expressly 
designed to offset the ‘momentary whims’ 
of the popular vote. Instant Runoff Voting, 
which is already used in many countries, 
would change all that. 

“In IRV, you mark your choices in order of 
preference, so that if your first-choice can-
didate doesn’t get a majority (51%), your 
vote is automatically rolled over to your 
second-choice candidate instead of just be-
ing discarded. This method has long been 
used to decide smaller board decisions here 
in the US. In the countries where it’s been 
adopted, voter turnout is much higher than 
it was before. And why not? What if it’s not 
apathy but disgust that keeps people away 
from the polls? So if you feel compelled, 
pester your lawmakers to introduce IRV and 
the machines that can implement it!
“I think most people avoid public office 

because they are afraid of the visibility, 
and of getting into the ‘shark tank.’ After 
all, nobody’s perfect – who could stand up 
to the public scrutiny? But if we leave deci-
sion-making to the ‘sharks,’ guess what kind 
of policies we end up with? 
“I don’t think one has to be a sterile person 

or a moral paragon in order to faithfully rep-
resent the interests of the planet – in fact, I’m 
hoping that we’re heading toward a ‘black-
mail-proof’ society, where it’s understood 
that we’ve all ‘done stuff’ and it becomes 
interesting but otherwise irrelevant. 
“Fear of public speaking is another reason 

people may avoid taking on this most basic 
of patriotic duties. But I think that if you 
speak directly from your heart about points 
that deeply interest you, you will be a per-
fectly effective public speaker. (At least 
that’s what I’m counting on!) It’s another 
thing I really appreciate about working with 
the Green Party – I don’t have to pretend 
to be someone I’m not, or strain to appear 
perfect in any way. I just have to be me.
“I really encourage anyone with even an 

inkling of desire, to run for local office! It’s 
a great way to get your message out, and if 
you’re elected, it’s a great opportunity to ac-
tually participate in decision-making. Every 
couple of years, a number of positions come 
open, from City Council, School Board and 
various Boards of Supervisors to even House 
and Senate positions. Getting on the ballot 
is easier than you’d think, though keeping 
track of your funds can be quite intricate. 
Your friends will most likely be thrilled to 
help out - just don’t forget the paperwork 
due dates!

“Adrienne Prince”

November 2, 2004

Ventura Greens Announce 
Candidacy
Adrienne Prince for 37th California 
Assembly District (Includes Camarillo, 
Ojai, Thousand Oaks, Santa Paula, Simi, 
Moorpark)

“Why I’m Running for Office – And You 
Can, Too!”

“Hi – I’m a citizen and a mom, and I’ve 
been an activist for as long as I’ve been 
capable of being frustrated. Or that’s 
how it seems, anyway! I’ve acted as part 
of groups, as part of citizen lobbies, as a 
reader writing to the editor, and even as a 
guerilla flyer-creator (‘Boycott Government 
Drugs!’ I urged after the Iran/Contra hear-
ings.) And now I feel a great sense of relief, 
after spending months agonizing over the 
decision, to have become a local candidate 
with the Green Party.
“For years I’ve been wracking my brain to 

come up with ways in which people can get 
more of the government we do want, and 
less of the government we DON’T want 

– after all, we’re paying for it! Most of my 
ideas have been mischievous – whatever 
it takes to bridge the vast communication 
gap between those ‘in power’ and the rest 
of us. Strange and random performance-art 
actions? To not vote? To not pay taxes? Or More Ballot Box on page 9

Ballot Box from page 1
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Stuart Bechman 
for 24th California 
Congressional District

Stuart Bechman of Simi Valley has an-
nounced that he is running as the Green 
Party candidate for the 24th California Con-
gressional Seat currently held by 9-term Re-
publican Elton Gallegly.  The 24th CA Con-
gressional District encompasses the interior 
of Ventura and Santa Barbara Counties.
Stuart is staking his platform on the issue 
of “broken government”, arguing that the 
checks and balances in Washington have 
broken down to allow the Executive Branch 
to pursue reckless and irresponsible poli-
cies without any Congressional supervision.  
Chief among these policies are the pro-war 
policies of the Bush Administration, which 
Stuart points out is not only enriching Bush’s 
primary campaign contributors while drain-
ing our federal coffers, but in fact is making 
the United States and the rest of the world 
less, not more, secure.
“Congress needs to hold Bush and his staff 

accountable for what are basically illegal 
acts of foreign policy,” says Bechman.  “Our 
long-time representative, Elton Gallegly, 
was quick to jump on the ‘Impeach Clinton’ 
bandwagon, but with the current adminis-
tration’s foreign policy lies and gross fi-
nancial malfeasance of the public treasury, 
Elton has been absolutely mum.  Whether 
you’re Green, Democrat, or Republican, 
you know that this administration is basi-
cally acting in a criminal manner and needs 
to be reined in.  Our current representative 
is failing to do his job in representing and 
protecting the people of Ventura and Santa 
Barbara counties.”

Stuart’s campaign will be focusing on 
rolling back the exorbitant spending on 
the military, renewing our country’s com-
mitment to world peace and multinational 
organizations, ending the U.S. reliance and 
support for nuclear weapons, and reprioritiz-
ing the federal budget to address domestic 
infrastructure rather than international war 
making needs.  More information on Stu-
art’s platform and campaign may be found 
at: http://votestuart.cagreens.org.

Tom Hutchings for 
33rd California 
Assembly District

Tom Hutchings of San Luis Obispo an-
nounced his candidacy for California 33rd 
Assembly District earlier this year; a profile 
of him was featured in the spring issue of 
the Green Scene.

The 33rd Assembly District includes San 
Luis Obispo County and northern Santa 
Barbara County (Lompoc, Santa Maria 
and Guadalupe).

The Santa Barbara-San Luis Obispo Coun-
ties Building Trades Council AFL-CIO and 
the Progressive Student Alliance have both 
endorsed his candidacy, as have Ed Asner, 
Ed Begley, Jr., Peter Miguel Camejo, and 

“Green California.”
For more information contact 

vote@votetom.org.

looms large as a hard but indispensable 
first step. And for social justice world-wide, 
linking our struggles with the global justice 
movement fighting the WTO and corporate 
power (the local Greens have just launched 
a campaign on “Reining in the Corpora-
tions”), and with that “other superpower,” 
the world-wide peace movement to reverse 
the damage done by the U.S. invasion and 
occupation of Iraq.

We must not forget that the core Green 
values are not only ideals. They are calls to 
struggle, to organize, to do things together. 
We want to join with you to make this hap-
pen.

If you have reactions to this piece, or if 
you wish to contribute ideas to an essay on 
the next core value I’d like to take up in 
these pages, “Ecological Wisdom,” please 
send them by e-mail to foran@soc.ucsb.edu. 
Remember the Zapatista principle, “dar tu 
palabra” (have your say). Another world is 
possible. It’s necessary. And it’s up to all 
of us.

Western States Legal Foundation, Los Ala-
mos Study Group, and Concerned Citizens 
for Nuclear Safety.

• On Oct. 24 the state of Washington 
and the Energy Department announced an 
agreement for a schedule to retrieve, store, 
and treat the waste at Hanford, the nation’s 
most contaminated nuclear site. The agree-
ment covers radioactive trash and hazardous 
waste, including transuranic waste (pluto-
nium-contaminated trash, such as discarded 
protective gear, tools, and equipment, which 
can take thousands of years to decay to 
safe radiation levels). About 1,600 drums 
of transuranic waste have already been 
shipped to the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant 
in New Mexico for disposal.

• On Nov. 7 the US House of Representa-
tives voted to repeal a 10-year-old ban on re-
searching low-power nuclear warheads. The 
repeal was contained in a record $400 billion 
defense authorization act for 2004 which is 
expected to win final approval in the Senate 
and then go to Bush for signing. The bill 
will also authorize spending 34 million to 
improve the Nevada Test Site so that it could 
resume underground nuclear test explosions 
in 18 months rather than the 24 to 36 months 
it now needs.

met on September 28, with a strong major-
ity favoring a Green presidential run. Iowa 
Greens held a strategy forum in August, with 
similar results.

Five Green candidates have declared for 
2004: David Cobb (from Texas, currently 
residing in California), Paul Glover (New 
York), Kent Mesplay (California), Carol 
Miller (New Mexico), and Lorna Salzman 
(New York). Ralph Nader, the party’s 2000 
candidate, has told the party that he will an-
nounce his intentions by January 1st; former 
Georgia Rep. Cynthia McKinney remains a 
possible candidate.

At the national party’s July meeting in 
Washington, D.C., nearly all state delegates, 
national officers, and activists who attended 
expressed a preference for preparing to run 
a presidential candidate. These discussions 
are nonbinding, and further strategy discus-
sions are continuing in some parts of the 
country.

43 state Green Parties are now accredited 
with the Green Party of the United States.

The Green Party of the United States held 
the 2000 convention at which Mr. Nader was 
nominated and is recognized by the Federal 
Election Commission as the national com-
mittee of the Green Party. 

Ballot Box from page 8

Green Meanings from page 6

Nuclear News from page 4

State Greens from page 5
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I would like to (re)join as a 2004 Green Party Member and unite with Ten Key Values of the Green Team. I 
would also like to help with:

_____ Mailings

_____ Newsletter

_____ Programs

_____ Earth Day

_____ Media

_____ Outreach

_____ Meetings

_____ Highway cleanup

_____ Tabling

_____ Fundraising

_____ Goals and 
Strategies

_____ Internet search

_____ Website creation

_____ Other_________  
._____________

The undersigned agrees with the Green values of harmony with nature, proactive peace, social justice, and grassroots democracy, and 
herewith pays dues for the year ahead. Please make checks out to The Green Party of Santa Barbara..

 (signature)    (phone)   (date)  (email)

Green Party of Santa Barbara County
P.O. Box 92141
Santa Barbara, CA 93190-2141

Please correct your current address below when mailing this form

Dear Friends of the Green Party,      
We appreciate you as a Green Scene reader and as a registered Green Party voter. 
We would like to appreciate you as a member of our local party. We have a sliding 
scale for local membership: couples may join for $35; fully employed or endowed, 
$25; low income, $15.
Paying dues is not the only way you can help the Green Party grow. Below are many 
suggestions of activities that are necessary if we are going to reach critical mass 
as we work for our Ten Key Values. Please specify the activities that, with your 
help, can help us reach our goals.
The Green Party of Santa Barbara County provides a core group for fundraising 
to get the word out, keeping its members informed through mailings. Some people 
donate $50 or more as “Sponsors.”
     William Smithers, Treasurer

Please clip and mail

We meet on 2nd & 4th 
Wednesdays at the 

Westside Community Center
423 W. Victoria Street

Santa Barbara
7 p.m.


