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The eyes of the country and the world
will be on the November 2004 presiden-
tial election in the US The razor-close
nature of the 2000 elections, and the
controversies over its legality as well as
the role played by Green Party candidate
Ralph Nader in determining the outcome,
are on the minds of many as we enter this
election. On December 22, 2003, Nader
declared that he will not try to become the
Green Partyts candidate in 2004, leaving
open the possibility that he may elect to
run as an independent.

This section presents you with state-
ments written specially for the Green
Scene from each of the four Green
Party candidates for Presidentd®Peter
Miguel Camejo, David Cobb, Kent
Mesplay, and Lorna Salzman®who
will appear on the March 2 primary
ballot in California. Other candidates,
including Carol Miller of New Mexico
(0D0DIDIIO0O00D000O0000IoO and bio-
graphical info at OOOI0O0IO0OOOOD
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We were unable to get a statement in time
for this newsletter from Peter Camejofs cam-
paign. Instead, we print below an excerpt
from AThe Avocado Declarationd which he
has initiated with a group of Greens. The full
text can be found at 0O 0000000000000

The Green Party is at a
crossroads. The 2004 elec-
tions place before us a clear
and unavoidable choicee.

The difference is not over
whether to fidefeat Busho®
understanding that to mean
the program of corporate
globalization and the wars
and trampling of the Consti-
tution that come with it®but
rather how to do it&. We be-
lieve it is precisely by openly
and sharply confronting the
two major parties that the policies of the
corporate interests these parties represent
can be set back and defeated&.

Opposition is rising against Bush. The
massive overwhelming majority of the
world is against Bushds war policies. The
resistance to the occupation in Iraq and
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00000000IDI0O) and Paul Glover of
New York (O0O0OI00O00O00O0OOIO0O0
000000000I000mOoan), will appear on
the ballots of other states. The March
2 vote will inform the positions of the
132 California Green Party delegates to
the National Nominating Convention in
Milwaukee on June 25726 in Milwaukee.
Santa Barbara County will be sending
three delegates to this convention.

Much very useful information on the
candidates and platform positions of
the Green Party of the United States
(GPUS) can be found at the website
0 0O000000000000000, and candidatesd
bios can be found at 0O OIO0CNO00OOO0
0

The strategy adopted by the Green Party
in the fall 2004 presidential decision is
also under consideration at all levels of
the party, and we urge you to make your
views known by ylling out the straw poll
found on the insert, and returning it to us
by February 15!

Afghanistan, and the inability of the US
media and government to prevent the world
from hearing the truth about these events, is
weakening Bushis standinge.

There is nothing more threatening to the
rule of the corporations than the consolida-
tion of a party of hundreds
of thousands of citizens, es-
pecially young people, that
fearlessly tell the truth to
the American people. Only
such a movement can in time
become millions, then tens of
millions and eventually win.
But it is also the best strategy
for the short term, to force a
shift away from the direction
being pursued todaye.

Those Greens who agree
with the Ten Key Values
but have disagreements with this Avocado
Declaration need to be respected. We need
to allow an open and honest debate as an
essential part of our culturee.

The present discussion around the 2004
elections is one that will not end but will be
with us for a long time.
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Greetings Green Sisters and Brothers,

I have served as the general counsel for the
national Green Party since 1998. | helped to
co-found the Green Party in Texas in 1999,
and coordinated the Texas ballot access pe-
tition drive in 2000. (We collected 76,100
signatures in just 75 days!) I also managed
Ralph Naderts
2000 presiden-
tial campaign
in Texas. In
2002 | ran for
attorney gen-
eral, helping
to create local
Green Party
chapters across
the state.

I propose that
the Green Party run a strong, aggressive, and
strategically smart presidential campaign in
2004 that builds our party at the local, state,
and national levels.

My speciyc goals in 2004 are to increase
Green Party registration, build and strength-
en our internal infrastructure, help elect local
candidates and win initiatives, create state
and local chapters where they do not exist,
and consistently articulate Instant Runoff
\Voting and Proportional Representation as
the response to Greens as fispoilers.o We are
not going away. In fact, we are getting larger,
stronger and better organized with every
election. We will exercise our fundamental
right to participate in elections.

I have consistently and publicly said that |
will follow the national Green Partyés strate-
gy if the party develops one. | sincerely hope
we are able to come to general consensus on
a strategy. | believe any potential candidate
owes it to the party membership to articulate
their personal preferred strategy, and mine is
described in detail at 0000000 00000000

R0

In a nutshell, I believe we can increase
party membership, strengthen our infrastruc-
ture, form new state and local parties and
help unelect Bush.

Email: 000000000000001000

Web: 00000000000000
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More candidates on next page







