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In the March 2004 primaries the registered
Greens of Santa Barbara County elected a
new County Council. Seven people were
elected: Bud Boothe, Nancy Broyles, John
Foran, Patricia Hiles, Paul Kirsch, Leo
Raabe, and Dave Wass (one position became
vacant when Bill Smithers left the Council
in early March).

The new council held a retreat in early
May which has led to the formation of a
set of working groups to conduct Green
Party projects and campaigns locally over
the next two years. These newly formed
groups welcome the participation of all
members of the party; please contact the
coordinators listed below for each of them
if you are interested in working on one (or
more) of them!
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Coordinated by Patricia Hiles
(0DI0nO0OO00000000), this group will be
concerned with matters of fairness in our
society. It will deal with issues such as safe
and legal places for RV dwellers to park and
sleep, adequate minimum and living wages,
and support of workers that have been on
strike or locked out by employers, as with
the grocery workers in the recent past. We
currently are supporting universal health
care and are working with members of
WILPF (the Womenés International League
for Peace and Freedom) in presenting a
series of widely acclaimed public forums
on Reining in Corporate Power.

8

Coordinated by Nancy Broyles, who
writes: | have been more interested in
the environment than any other topic, so
I chose to coordinate the environmental
wisdom working group. | have three topics
for the momentd®global warming, geneti-
cally-modiyed (or engineered) organisms
(GMOs), and the future of the abundance of
water. | am hoping that like-minded Greens
will join in these and other endeavors of your
choice. You can call me at (805) 963-2687,
email me at 000001000100000, or drop me a
line at 740 Flora Vista Dr., Santa Barbara,

CA 93109 if you would like to know more
about this group with an idea of joining.
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Co-coordinated by Bud Boothe (688-
7610), John Foran (I00000000:0000:000), and
Patricia Hiles (D000000000000m000), this
group will work to develop Green candidates
for local elections in 2006 (so please contact

us if you think you might like to run for of-
yce!). We will work on a variety of issues
to do with elections, including campaigning
for Instant Run-Off Voting (IRV), ballot
initiatives (such as stopping the so-called
fi0pen Primarya initiative in November), and
registering people to vote (Green).

000IOIoonobootnouComonom
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Co-coordinated by Bud Boothe (688-
7610), John Foran (1000000000000I000),
and Paul Kirsch (010000010000000000000),
this group will develop a series of proj-
ects, from continuing to protest the role of
Vandenberg Air Force Base in the weapons
industry (Bud Boothe), to analyzing and
educating the community on issues of US
empire (including the ongoing debacle in
Irag), and working to make links with the
global justice and peace movements, as in
the recent March 20 International Day of
Action protesting the continued occupation
of Irag, which we helped organize locally
in Santa Barbara.

0
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Coordinated by John Foran (1000000000
0o00iooo), this group will focus on outreach
issues, including organizing Campus Greens
chapters at UCSB and other area schools
and universities, outreach to populations
of color in our community, and the effort
to build a Green presence in the northern
half of the county. By building numbers, we
bring enormous strength to the party and
increase its potential and capacity to engage
in all its other work. Our goal is to bring
more registered Greens into membership
in the party, and more members into active
involvement!

8

Coordinated by Dave Wass (683-0705
or 000I0IO00000000I000), who asks: How
does it feel to be a member of the leading

fiprogressive partyd®the Green Partydin

Santa Barbara County? People look to us
for creative, challenging answers to com-
munity problems. That calls for political
imagination, a dedication to Green Values,
guts, and money. The Fundraising Working
Group is looking for an adventurous and
committed few to involve our membership
and the community in funding the Progres-
sive/Green-agenda in Santa Barbara County.
It will be a roller-coaster ride for the best
causes you can ynd anywhere.
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by John Foran
In the March 2004 presidential primary in
California, four candidates appeared on the
ballot as potential Green Party candidates
for president.

The statewide results:
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The Santa Barbara County results:
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Thus, 1,117 of our 3,411 registered Greens
(about 33 percent) turned out®a surpris-
ingly low rate compared with a 55 percent
overall turn-out in Santa Barbara, and 44
percent statewide. Forty percent of Greens
turned out statewide, so by any measure
Santa Barbara Greens lagged.

Or did they? One reading of the vote,
including the turn-out, is that most Santa
Barbara and state-wide Greens do not want
a Green presidential candidate in November.
Unfortunately, there is no way of accurately
gauging the true feelings of Californiads
160,000-plus registered Greens on this ques-
tion, or on the related one of Ralph Nader as
a candidate, since the primary ballots did not
allow one to choose either iNo candidate for
presidento or Ralph Nader.

Most local and state voters surely did not
know that Peter Camejo (the most well-
known name on the ballot by virtue of his
two popular runs for governor), was and is
running as a fifavorite son,0 meaning he is
not on the ballot in any other state, and has
in fact stated that it is his hope to get the
Green Party to endorse Ralph Nader for
president.

This brings us to the results of the presi-
dential strategy poll conducted by the state
Green Party in February, which instructed
the County Councils to seek the views of
the Greens in their area. Santa Barbara made
a Herculean effort to reach all registered
Greens by sending out ten times the normal
print run of the Green Scene and placing
the poll in the hands of every registered

Green in the county (no other Council in
California achieved this). We received a dis-
appointing number of returned polls (32, or
about one percent), but this still constituted
a sizable portion of the 200 or so received
state-wide. (Note: we have paper ballots for
every voter!)

The top choices among eight rather com-
plex options, were 1) No candidate at all
(12 ballots), by a clear margin, followed by
a tie between 2) Withdraw if a major party
candidate makes some major concession
(8.25 ballots), and 3), a Strategic Flexibility

approach by the candidate and the party
(8.25 ballots), with 4) a Safe States strategy
the only other choice with support (note to
see how Safe States did, you have to look at
how many top 3 votes it got, not strict IRV
counting, and in this case it is in a virtual
tie for second).
We received seven comments in the space
for this on the poll, as follows:
fiThe Green Party should concentrate on
elections below president for now. It will
make us stronger in the long run and make
continued on page 5

I A
O A R

The County Council of the Green Party of
Santa Barbara has endorsed the candidacy of
Stuart Bechman for 24" Congressional Dis-
trict, which includes the non-coastal parts of
Santa Barbara and Ventura counties. Stuart
has lived in Ventura County for the past
eight years, having moved here from Denver,
Colorado in 1986 and having grown up in
Avrizona prior to that. Stuart holds a business
degree in Accounting and a masterds degree
in Computer Science. He has run his own
information consulting enterprise for the
manufacturing sector for the past ten years,
and has given many lectures and talks during
the course of his career.

Stuart lives in Simi Valley, one of the
most conservative cities in one of the more
conservative counties in the state where his
county, state and national representatives
are all Republicans. Stuart was actively
involved in the yght against Proposition 22,
the fiDefense of Marriaged Act, serving as
the East County coordinator. Stuart has been
politically active in several organizations,
including the Green Party of Ventura and its
state and national organization, Americans
United for the Separation of Church and
State, Americans for Democratic Action,
and the ACLU. He is currently serving
his second year as president of the ACLU
of Ventura County. He also serves as Co-
President for Atheists United, a Los Angeles-
based organization which serves the largest
community of atheists in the United States.
Yet despite that afyliation, Stuart works with

the religious community, currently serving
as one of the youth coordinators for the
United Church of Christ in Simi Valley.

Stuart decided to run for Congress against
a nine-term Republican incumbent out of
anger and upset at the alarmingly non-demo-
cratic antics of the Bush Administration. filn
a matter of 18 months, George W. Bush has
turned a federal surplus into the largest dey-
cit in history; turned world opinion against
us; and eviscerated the Bill of Rights while
Congress has gone right along without a
complaint. The system in Washington stinks,
and the people are demanding a change. Ités
time to change the conversation in Washing-
ton. We need responsible government that
cares about its citizens, not about enriching
its corporate contributors.o



uooiodooog

Logogigogn

aoooio

Lpibuibibbobbindoobiodo

by Nancy Broyles

I cannot tell you how long | have heard
about global warming, but I would guess
that ités in the last ten years that scientists
have begun to warn us of its dangers. And
now it is deynitely here. The most recent
example was the extreme heat in France last
summer when 38,000 people perished. In
1998 Hurricane Mitch killed 10,000 people
in Central America and last May the worst
pooding in memory in Sri Lanka killed 300,
leaving 500 missing and 350 homeless.

You may be asking, iwhat can we do to
avert climate catastrophes?0 The number
one answer is to cut the use of fossil fuels
by at least seventy percent in a very short
time. That is the consensus of more than
2000 scientists from 100 countries report-
ing to the UN What can we look forward
to if we do not heed the advice of these
qualiyed experts? The climate will change
yfty percent more quickly than scientists
previously believed. The world forests will
begin to die off and emit, rather than absorb
carbon dioxide by around 2040.

Unless the world gets half of its energy
from non-carbon sources by 2028 a doubling
and possible tripling of the rate of change
will be inevitable. A follow-up study, pub-
lished in Science in November 2002 calls
for a crash program to develop a carbon-free
energy economy. Using conservative projec-
tions of future energy use, the researches
concluded that within yfty years, the world
will need to generate at least three time more
energy from alternative sources than it cur-
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rently produces from fossil fuels in order to
avoid a catastrophic build-up of atmospheric
carbon dioxide.

The science is taken very seriously outside
of the United States. In other countries there
is no debate over whether human activities
are affecting the climate. Policymakers in
Europe are in agreement about the urgency
of the climatic threat. Holland has completed
a plan to cut emissions by eighty percent in
the next forty years. The United Kingdom
has committed itself to sixty percent reduc-
tion in yfty years. Germany is planning for
yfty percent cuts in yfty years.

The United States is badly dragging its
heels. George Bush reneged on a campaign
promise to cap carbon emissions from coal-
burning power plants. He then unveiled his
administrationds energy plan, which is, basi-
cally, a shortcut to climate hell. Bush also
withdrew the United States from the Kyoto
climate negotiations and declared that the
United States would not engage in the Kyoto
process for at least ten years. Instead of cut-

OoiooibbOngooomnO

One of the best ways to serve your com-
munity, the Green Party, and yourself is to
serve on one of the twenty-nine city com-
missions that help direct and operate the
many facets of city government. The arts,
land use planning, rental housing, mediation,
environmental policies, human services, so-
cial services, and many more®check out the
cityds web site at 0000000000000000007000007
for details. Then take your pick. Come oniin,
the water6s yne! Phone Dave Wass at 683-
0705 for more information and to inform
the Party where you are serving.

ting emissions, the United States now spends

more that $20 billion a year to subsidize fos-
sil fuels through corporate tax write-offs and

direct payments to gas and coal companies.
This is a vast subject which | will continue

to explore in future Green Scenes.

Note: Local Greens join others in leapet-
ing at movie theaters about global warming
after Memorial Day weekend at showings
of AiThe Day After,0 which deals with global
warming issues. Go to 0000000000007
0000107to get involved!

HOhoionoiboogn

To vote in the California and national
elections in November, you must be reg-
istered to vote in the party of your choice
by October 18, 2004. You can get forms at
public libraries, or at the registries of voters
at three places in SB County: 1101 Anacapa
St., 2" Floor, Santa Barbara, CA93101; 511
East Lakeside Parkway, Suite 134, Santa
Maria, CA 93454; and 401 East Cypress
Ave., Lompoc, CA 93436.

Registered Green voters in Santa Barbara
County were 3,758 on April 21, 2003, 3,480
on January 1, 2004, and 3,499 on Febru-
ary 2, 2004. We believe that some of this
decline is by Greens who wished to have
an impact on the Democratic primary and
hope that those who registered Democrat
for the March 2 primaries will re-register
as Greens right away!

We need to have as many registered
Greens in the county as possible: for the
obvious reason that this is a sign of our
strength and relevance, and also for some
practical reasons such as the number of del-
egates we get to the Green State Plenaries
of the General Assembly held four times a
year (currently this is two delegates out of
100 in all state-wide); the next plenary will
take place in Sacramento on June 5-6; the
General Assembly makes all policy deci-
sions for the Green Party of California. The
number of delegates we get to the Presiden-
tial Nominating Convention (three delegates
out of 132) is based on the calculation that
our peak of 3,918 represents 2.4 percent of
the 162,935 registered Greens in the state
of California.

California has almost half of all the regis-
tered Greens in the US and will have about
a sixth of the delegates in Milwaukee. Your
vote counts and your voices will be heard!
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by Paul Kirsch

I getin just about 9 a.m. just at the start of
the Plenary meeting and a not overwhelm-
ingly talented folk guitarist is playing on the
stage. | am thinking, iOh God®is this what
the Green Party is?0

Then protocols are briepy explained. For
example, instead of clapping, raise your
hands and wiggle your fingers. This is
called, fitwinkling;0 there will be four fivibes
watcherso that look out for hostile behavior
and will call, fivibes!o if you go that way.
Then, ficlarifying questions, concerns, and
affirmations.0 Another is figender stack-
ing,0 which refers to ensuring that males
and females alternate in line for questions.
But then things take off at a tremendous
speed. And | mean hyper fast. They go into
NOTA (marking fiNone Of The Aboveo on
the ballot). | had something to say here but
I am slow to react and get in line after the

fistacko is closed. The monitor politely moves
off the stage and whispers that | am too late.
| appreciate the way he smoothly handled
that without making me a public spectacle.
This is the gentle respectful side of the GP
that I like.

I am reminded again that timing and
approach is everything. And that means |
have got to pick up social cues and make
turns on a dime if | sense energy levels
dondt match.

I went to the working group on Green
Issues. The room was packed, with some
people standing. There wasnft much time.
The facilitator said that although there may
be 300 issues to discuss they would only
organize around: 1) minimum wage, 2)
corporate personhood, and 3) genetically
modiyed organisms.

After lunch (vegetarian) got started Matt
Gonzalez (the twenty-seven year-old who
ran and lost for mayor of San Francisco)
comes up to talk. This man is a living genius,
up there with the major progressive leaders
of our time (1om thinking of Medea Benja-
min and Kevin Danaher). Mattds completely
relaxed and speaks without notes for maybe
an hour. Everything he says makes tons of

sense (to me). About the national election:
we will always be known as the spoilers
that split the left unless we join with the
Democrats to demand instant run-offs. And
itis in the interest of the Democrats to have
this. The majority of the people did not want
Bush. He did not have of the support of two-
thirds of the public. So we have to push this.
We also have to tell the Democrats that we
are not extreme in our beliefs. Many Greens
are center left.

After lunch in the hallway going back to
the Plenary, | meet a woman from Ventura,
who is running for State Assembly. | asked
her how she went about doing that. She said
that you can start out and try to run for a
number of supervisory boards that are non-
partisan, such as the water board. However,
you can state you are Green and this may
help in that people would recognize Green
values where the seats may not be hotly
contested. She said there was a deadline of
July. I said | had a Masterds Degree in Public
Administration but | havenit a clue what
is required to sit on things like the water
board and she said experience didnét mat-
ter, and that these were non-paid positions
where you have to attend monthly meetings.
Maybe experience should matter. Anyway
this gives you some recognition and back-
ground for running for a higher ofyce.

The Plenary starts again.

I always think of the GP as a car with
about 100 wheels all trying to touch the
pavement at the same time. The problem is
the wheels are of different sizes and the axles
are at different heights. It moves forward,
but slowly®and sometimes, miraculously,
everyonefs in sync.

I go to the International Protocol Working
Group and had the most personally satisfy-
ing experience there. | make my suggestion
that stores now sell small video cameras for
around $40 which can be connected to the
internet to promote communications. The
coordinator, a great guy, gets it and a cool
idea is cooked updthe Greens could pro-
vide a hosting service to connect immigrant
farm workers with their homes in Mexico.
That is, a computer and camera could be
set up here and there and workers could see
their families for only the cost of the local
dial-up call. Their biggest complaint is the
loneliness they feel as being outcast from

US society and removed from their home
community.

The second day

At breakfast, some candidates talk some
more. One woman from San Francisco
who is running said that it is far harder to
raise children economically today than it
was thirty years ago when she was raising
her children. All the money is going to the
military and the schools are requiring pay-
ment for a variety of services they never
charged for before and holding a variety of
fundraising activities on a frequent basis.
She described it as the slowly boiling frogs
situation. | can speak from personal experi-
ence that she was right on. My child takes
numerous classes and they have numerous
fund raisers and this is a burden on our
limited income.

I saw T-shirts one guy had that said, fiun-
fuck the system.o | like that but wouldndt
wear it myself. 10m pretty overwhelmed
(as is Every Single Person in the Plenary).
I keep thinking of that phrase: fiSlow the
world down, | want to get on.0 | might wear
that if it was printed on a T-shirt.

I think for any delegate to understand the
workings of the Green Party plenary and
to provide meaningful input takes repeated
exposure. | think having an experienced
delegate go with a less experienced delegate
is very important. And | think having two
heads at these things is better than one. As
with my experience with the local council,
if you have a clear idea and want to voice it,
there is opportunity to do so. Being brief and
concise is appreciated. The Greens are warm
and honest and respectful of a variety of
beliefs and | saw this clearly at the Plenary.
I canit say this about the Democrats and of
course the Republicans.

Ty

I
filt takes a village.o \
But Bush amends: filt takes a ”\
village idiot.0 §

TRich Kaplan /A
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us more effective ultimately in presidential
elections. The éspoiler issued in presidential
elections now only diminishes our support
right down to city council. Conditions from
time to time, of course, alter strategies. If
the Democratic candidate is so weak, or so
utterly intolerable politically, a good case
can be made for a Green party candidate
for president.o

fil think that we should throw more energy
into very small, win-able campaigns like
school board, water district, etc. Itistime to
develop a reputation of elected ofycials.o
fil am 6ABB6 [Anybody But Bush] but
also | think it is hypocritical to vote for a
presidential candidate when one of our key
values is de-centralized power structures.
We are a bottom-up, not top-down form
of politics and should not perpetuate these
archaic forms!o

fiThe Green Party may request that | get
out of their party. | registered for the Green
Party because | was not enchanted by ei-
ther the Democratic or Republican parties.
| basically dislike too much polarization
and right-wing or left-wing philosophy as
a predetermined political position. Some
people are not completely acceptable to the
establishment or the radical, progressive
elements. | voted for Ralph Nader and a
few other Greens. Very few. | am not sure
I like Nader that well. Unless | genuinely
agree with the Green Party, | wonft vote
for the party.o

fil believe in what the Green Party stands
for. This election year we must all pull
together to get Bush out. As the race goes
on the Green Party should endorse the presi-
dential nominee with the highest chance of
winningd®now | like Howard Dean.o

fiWe should support the Democratic candi-
date for president in an all-out effort to beat
Bush. The Greensd chance at grass-roots
results are irrelevant with four more years of
corporate fascism in America. It is reckless
and irresponsible to do anything else at this
point in history. If Greens play 6spoiler,d |
will resign my party membership.o

fiThe Green Party needs to take a mature
attitude and focus its efforts on the removal
of George Bush from ofyce in 2004.0

fil recycled the enclosure in the end as
the wording was so complicated it was
ridiculous!! Please SIMPLIFY! I dont
consider myself a stupid person but could
not waste any further time trying to decipher
it.0 [Note: John Foran apologized to this

individuale&]

filnsofar as my personal objective in the
next election is to oust Bush, | presume to
be willing to accept the Democratic candi-
date. 10d like the Green Party to push that
candidate to embrace Green Party values. |
think the Greens should focus on local/state
level until base is built.

In sum, there are several views about
the best approach to the 2004 presidential
elections, proving the wisdom of the saying:
fiTwo Greens, three opinions!o The party con-
tinues to try to make its way toward a deci-
sion with as much respect for this diversity
of opinion as possible. The next steps will be
taken at the statewide plenary in Sacramento
on June 5-6, where Santa Barbarats three
delegates®Bud Boothe, Nancy Broyles,
and Dave WassOwill meet with the other
129 California delegates to map out their
strategy for the nominating convention, to

be held in Milwaukee on June 25-26.

The three clearest choices at this point,
each with some support in the party, are for
1) no candidate, in an effort to beat Bush at
all costs, 2) a fisafe-stateso strategy where
the Greens would not campaign in the
nineteen or so states that are too close to
call (David Cobb has identiyed this as his
strategy if he gets the nomination, though
few primary voters would have known this),
and a move to endorse Ralph Nader, who
cannot be formally nominated because he
has not participated in the primary process,
but who can be endorsed if the Milwaukee
delegates do not agree on one of the can-
didates who participated nationally in the
primary process or no candidate at all.

The County Council has discussed the
issue at some length recently. There is no
support among our seven members for a
Nader endorsement, and fair support for
both no candidate at all and a safe states
strategy with David Cobb. The Council is
unanimous in seeking the defeat of George
W. Bush in November, as well as yelding
strong Green candidates for local and state
positions.

For those who wish to learn more about
this decision, and to make known their
views to the Santa Barbara delegates, we are
holding a discussion/debate about the 2004
presidential campaign at 4 p.m. on Sunday,
June 13 at the home of Nancy Broyles, 740
Flora Vista Dr. in Santa Barbara (963-2687,
000000000000000).

The process continues!
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Voters have become , /
Prisoners of Bushis war. -.2/
Mental Abu Ghraib .
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by Nancy Broyles

At the time of Ralph Naderés yrst Green
presidential run in 1996, the Santa Barbara
Greens began Sunday dinners/potluck fund-
raisers. If the program was a dinner then
only the county council provided the food
and charged $10. Otherwise, we called it a
potluck and everyone brought their favorite
dishes and we charged $5. In both cases we
were pleased with such an easy and enjoy-
able way to make money.

Each dinner had a theme with a similar
format and schedule. Beginning with a so-
cial hour at 4 p.m. of ynger food, punch, or
wine, we chatted with people as they arrived.
It was followed with a pre-arranged program,
speaker, discussion, ylm, etc. By this time
we were very hungry for dinner and there
was always an abundance of delicious food.
As it was Sunday night, many people began
to leave to prepare for the week. If we had
the event outside the rest of us were getting
chilly, were ready to come inside, and fol-
low up the program with discussion, g and
a, or a video.

These fundraisers continued until 2002.
We cannot say why we discontinued them.
In looking back, we now realize how multi-
functional they were and have decided to
resume them.

The yrst one in our new series will be at
my house (deck), 740 Flora Vista Dr., Santa
Barbara, on Sunday, June 13, 2004, at 4
p.m. We will discuss and debate the theme of
the 2004 elections®what should the Green
Party be doing? We hope you decide to come
and will RSVP to 963-2687. See you there!
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by Dave Wass

Paul Kirsch had an idea: if the Green Party
of Santa Barbara really wants to stop looking
inward and, instead, wants to turn its atten-
tion outward and become seriously active
in the local political arena, why not talk to
the most progressive member of the Santa
Barbara City Council®Das Williams. This
suggestion was enthusiastically embraced
by the rest of the County Council, and the
following are some of the seminal ideas and
observations that came out of that dialogue,
held on May 8.

RV dwellers: use the more lenient fiyx-
it ticketd process rather than the harsh
measures now employed to encourage RV
dwellers to observe city regulations. Also,
employ RV dwellers as on-site guardians of
construction projects! Ken Williams is the
key city social worker interacting with the
homeless and the soon-to-be-homelessSthe
RV dwellers.

Air pollution: offshore tankers are the

| AR

by David Brooks
What portion of adults in America now
live in a traditional marriage relationship?
According to the last census just over one
quarter of Americans. We have become a

society of singles, the divorced, gays and
lesbians, widows and widowers. So why
do fifamilyo values and standards dictate
so much of American life in almost every
dimension? Why are most homes designed
and built for families and almost none for
singles? Why does family entertainment
take precedence over adult entertainment?
Why are foods packaged primarily for

Das Williams

second worst source of air pollution for
Santa Barbara. That is an issue under federal
administration.

families and that which is packed in smaller
individual portions is more expensive? Why
are most automobiles designed for families
when they are so predominantly used for
individual transportation, and those few
automobiles which are designed for fewer
passengers cost more not less than family
cars? Why should individual income tax not
be purely individual and repect the real costs
of living alone in deductions allowed? Why
should a majority of the population be disad-
vantaged for the beneyt of a minority?

The sanctity of marriage!

That was what President Bush claimed he
wanted to protect. Considering that the Con-
stitution guarantees freedom of association,
what business has government, on any level,
being in the business of marriage, which is
anything but free association? If it is sacred,
itisareligious institution, which the govern-
ment is, by the Constitution, prevented from
establishing.

So maybe the problem that gay marriage
poses would best be resolved not by govern-
ment, but by the religious community. And
governments should get out of deyning and

fisanctifyingd marriage entirely.

Then it will be up to churches to assume
the entire responsibility for providing those
who want their marriage sanctiyed to do
s0. They do call it Holy Matrimony, dont

Water treatment plant: expansion to be
expedited through a bond issue, now under
consideration.

Youth issues: provide better youth pro-
grams. How about a Youth Center?

Instant Runoff Voting: letés introduce this
issue next year after the mayoral election.

Living wage: creates positive pressure
across the board to raise wages. Currently,
there are negotiations on wages for the cityés
temporary workers.

Water: the imminent shortage calls for
renewal of conservation measures. Con-
sider use of (currently illegal) figrey watero
systems.

Strategies to elect Greens to city ofyces:
candidates should create a suite of issues,
walking and talking is the best tactic, target
issues for each audience, form coalitions,
focus on affordable housing and transporta-
tiond®organize, organize, organize!

The Target big box: letés defeat it.

Thanks, Paul and Das, for the shove in the
right direction!

they? And it will also be up to the churches
whether they will or will not sanctify mar-
riages between same-sex partners.

But then, what about the civil rights of
people living in fifamilyo relationships?
Because they are civil, the right of inheri-
tance, to visit a fispouse0 in a hospital, to be
eligible to share in a family health insurance
policy, etc., need not relate to fimarriaged
at all but to what is involved: a contract
between individuals who want to form a
domestic partnership, to establish a legal
relationship of sharing in a family, a civil
union. Then there is no question regarding
the Constitutionds protection of all persons
equally under the law.

In other words the solution to the legal
conpict now in the political campaign debate
that will preserve everyonefs Constitutional
rights is for all states, counties, and the
Federal government to substitute in all laws
and regulations ficivil union or domestic
relationshipd wherever the term marriage
appears, and to repeal all laws which deyne
marriage in any way.

Then anyone who wants their relationship
sanctiyed as marriage would have to go a
church for that, and to obtain the rights of a
civil union or domestic partnership to make
a legal contract which establishes a civil
union and yle it with a court.
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A moving portrait of this modern spiritual
teacher who keeps sharing his profound
wisdom even after being fistroked.0 iMickey
Lemleds fascinating overview of Ram Dasss
extraordinary spiritual journey is a wonder
to behold.0®Spirituality & Health

000000I0000000I;0aa

Featuring Arundhati Roy. An Indian
family chooses to stay at home and drown
rather than make way for the Narmada Dam.
Winner of numerous awards. fiAn inspiring
record of a quite extraordinary campaign of
mass resistance, at once angry, compassion-
ate, disturbing and yet empowering, it makes
for urgent and necessary viewing...0 Critics
Choice, Time Out (London)
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Harvest of Hope is the quintessential
primer for understanding the roots of the
current crisis in Haiti. The ylm dramatically
captures seminal moments in the history
of Jean-Bertrand Aristide and the Lavalas
movement that swept him into the presi-
dency in December 1990.
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Produced by the superb Media Education
Foundation, this documentary reveals the
truth of how the US news about Israel and
the Middle East is yltered.

Interviews include Seth Ackerman, Mjr.
Stav Adivi, Rabbi Arik Ascherman, Hanan
Ashrawi, Noam Chomsky, Robert Fisk, Dr.
Neve Gordon, Touyc Haddad, Sam Husseini,
Hussein Ibish, Robert Jensen, Rabbi Mi-
chael Lerner, Karen Pfeifer, Alisa Solomon,
and Gila Svirsky.

Aurts Party and HopeDance Media: Chang-
ing the World, One Documentary ata Time!
(DOODO000000DI000, 544.9663) present
these ylms on Sundays at 8 p.m. at the
Friendship Manor (on the corner of El Co-
legio and Los Carneros) in the Theatre up
the stairs at the main EI Colegio Entrance.
You MUST buy your ticket at the Isla Vista
Food Coop (6575 Seville Rd.; 968-1401
(No money accepted at the door; only 66
tickets will be sold! First come yrst served!)
Organic sandwiches, chips and cookies are
often available at the ylm.

Parking is at the Manor Corner Parking

Just a short time prior to the 9-11 terrorist
attack, a meeting of security members in the
Bush administration charged with defense

and China, who are capable of overwhelm-
ing this BMD System, are left out of the
equation. Obviously, the expenditure of

several hundred

proved more inter-
ested in discussing
the siting of the
so-called Ballistic
Missile Defense
System. It is obvi-
ous to those who
have followed this
boondoggle that
the rogue states
for which this ill-
begotten system
is designed have
no ability to build
long-range nuclear-
tipped missiles ca-

against terrorism
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billions of dollars
for an unneeded
military toy is
pure and simply
welfare for the
military-industrial
complex!
Further down
the road are plans
on the drawing
board to build
space-based sat-
ellites with lasers
powered by nu-
clear reactors that
could target and

pable of reaching K
the United States.

The testing of this system at Vandenberg
Air Force Base and the Kwajalean Islands
across the Paciyc has met with more failures
than successes over the past several years.
The preponderance of knowledgeable scien-
tiyc opinion says it won6t work. Given this,
the siting of these missiles at Vandenberg
and Fort Greely in central Alaska is going
forward, with eight programmed for this
year and twelve more for next year. Russia

J destroy any facil-
ity on earth. The
cost of this system would dwarf the BMD
System and further alienate (if that is pos-
sible) our standing in the world. It should be
obvious that satellites with nuclear reactors
on board could be destroyed, thereby envel-
oping the world with nuclear radiation.

It behooves the citizens of the US to
protest by all possible means to stop this
plan which could cause the destruction of
our earth.

poigoittobiibobuib oot b 0migbobd

SB GE Free public meeting: Thursday,
June 3 from 7 to 9 p.m. at the Faulkner
Gallery in the Downtown Public Library, 40
East Anapamu St. in Santa Barbara.

The program will discuss the local cam-
paign against GMOs (genetically modiyed
organisms).

SB GE (Genetically Engineered) Free is
an organization established to get informa-

Lot (the entrance is on the southeast corner
of the empty lot at Camino Pescadero and
El Colegio, on the east side of Friendship
Manor. The opening is nearly opposite the
west end of Cervantes Rd..) Do not park in
the underground parking structure!

$5 (Students $3) each evening. Monies go
to HopeDance Media (DO 0I000000000:000).
Call Art for details at 968-1965.

tion to consumers, farmers, businesses, and
organizations concerning GMOs. Califor-
nia is currently the second leading place
where experimental test plots are grown.
The California Rice Commission recently
approved a permit to allow GE Rice with
human proteins to be grown in ten Southern
California counties. Fortunately the Calif.
Dept. of Food and Agriculture denied the
emergency permit. The application by
Ventria Bioscience represents the yrst of a
number of applications to grow GE crops
in our area. The altered DNA in the seeds
of these crops is dominant, and have the
potential to ruin all other organic or con-
ventional crops in our community. We must
respond now to preserve our communitiesd
agricultural integrity.

For more info contact 1010000000070, call
961-3918, or go to 0000000000000 or0 O]
0010000000000
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Wasting money

The Administrationés fiscal year 2005
(FY05) budget request to Congress for the
Department of Energy (DOE) for $6.5 bil-
lion (a 5.4 percent increase from the 2004
appropriation) includes maintenance of
the existing nuclear weapons stockpile, as
well as funding for new nuclear weapons
programs, including a dangerous fibunker
bustingd bomb, called the Robust Nuclear
Earth Penetrator (RNEP), which Rep. Ellen
Tauscher (D-Livermore) said fiis a waste of
money on a weapon the military has not
asked for, is of highly questionable utility,
and will undoubtedly start a new global
nuclear arms race.o

The FY05 request for ladvanced conceptso
for nuclear weapons divides money among
the three nuclear-weapons laboratories (Los
Alamos, Livermore, and Sandia) to research
new ideas for nuclear weapons, including
mini-nukes (with a yield of less than yve
kilotons).

The Administration has again asked for
funds to prepare the Nevada Test Site to be
ready to conduct an underground nuclear
test explosion in eighteen months.

Central Coast protests

In California, the San Luis Obispo Moth-
ers for Peace are taking PG&E to federal
court because of concerns about the safety,
environmental, and security impacts of
expanded storage of high-level radioactive
waste at Diablo Canyon. Involved are such
conditions as overcrowded pools storing
highly radioactive waste without contamina-
tion protection, using the cheapest dry-cask
storage systems possible, and exposing
waste casks containing highly radioactive
unstable fuel rods out in the open on a

storage pad and in plain sight. Despite all
this, and the fact that the radioactive fuel
pools will soon be full, PG&E is asking the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission to add
more nuclear fuel assemblies at Diablo.

Unsafe conditions are also a concern at
Livermore Laboratory. Because of violat-
ing radiation controls last September, it
was assessed a $137,500 yne. But since the
University of California, which manages the
Lab, is a nonproyt institution, it is exempt
from having to pay the yne!

Also close to home, the Mothers for Peace
and the Sierra Club sued the Bush adminis-
tration on March 15, alleging that the federal
government has failed to address security
risks at the Diablo Canyon nuclear power
plant off the Central California coast. The
lawsuit charges that the Bush administration
and the US Nuclear Regulatory Commission
have refused to hold hearings on terrorism
risks posed by a proposed storage facility
for radioactive waste at Diablo. California

Three-Mile Island

Senators Dianne Feinstein and Barbara
Boxer have criticized the NRC for not
holding hearings on vulnerabilities at the
Diablo Canyon facility, and have urged the
agency to do so.

Another alarming development is the
DOEGs proposal to replace safety require-
ments at its nuclear-weapons sites with new
standards®written by the contractors! This
follows a congressional directive to yne
those same contractors for violating existing
regulations. Under the DOE plan, the current
safety standards for nuclear weapons would
be reduced to unenforceable figuidelines.o

Anniversaries: Three-Mile Island &
Chernobyl

April 1, 2004, was the 28th anniversary of
the partial meltdown of Three-Mile Islandés
Unit 2 nuclear plant in Middletown, Penn-
sylvania, where two of the four cooling
towers remain forever idle. Though no new

reactors have been ordered since the TMI
accident, yfty previously ordered units have
been built, for a total of 103 in operation
today. The US now generates three times as
much nuclear power as in 1979. (In Santa
Barbara, seventeen percent of our electrical
power comes from nuclear sources, com-
pared to eleven percent in 2002.) In addition,
owners are seeking to renew the operating
licenses for older plants, twenty-eight of
which will expire by 2015. In early March
the Nuclear Regulatory Commission an-
nounced it would allow the Davis-Esse plant
near Toledo, Ohio, to restart. It had been shut
down since early 2002, when acid used in
the cooling water had eaten almost through
the lid of the reactor. Now that natural-gas
prices have shot up, new nuclear plants are a
topic of discussion once again, even though
they remain more expensive to build. Regu-
lators have approved license extensions for
all twenty-three of the old plants that have
applied. Exelonds nuclear division operates
seventeen reactors, including Unit 1 at Three
Mile Island.

All this clearly violates the Green Partyts

fiEcological Wisdomo principle, which calls

for fia halt to [nuclear] contamination of
new sites and to continued production of
wastes.o

Another recent anniversary was April 26,
the eighteenth for the Chernobyl nuclear
disaster which spread radiation over much
of northern Europe. In all, seven million
people in the former Soviet republics of
Belarus, Russia, and Ukraine are believed
to have suffered physical or psychological
injuries from the April 26, 1986, catastrophe,
when reactor N. 4 at Chernobyl nuclear
plant exploded and caught fire. Experts
say the concrete-and-steel shelter hastily
built over the reactor needs urgent repairs.
Authorities say the reactor site is safe. Many
of those injured in the explosion or displaced
by its fallout complain the government is
doing little to help them. Frequently noted
Chernobyl-related diseases include thyroid
and blood cancers and cancerous growths.

Russian reactions

Recently in Russia that countryés naval
chief said that the nuclear-powered cruiser
Peter the Great was so decrepit it could
fiexplode any moment.6 fiEverything is all
right on the ship where admirals walk, but
in the areas where they donét (in particular,
the maintenance of the nuclear reactor),
everything is in such condition that it may






